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HE plan of our half-yearly Preface is now 

fo fully known, and, we may add, fo ge- 
nerally approved, that we fhall wave the cere- 
mony of introdu€tion or apology. Our readers 
will find, inthe prefent account, that even the 
extraordinary circumftances of the times, unfavour- 
able, from various confpiring caufes, to litefary ef- 
forts, have not been able,to reprefs the ardour of 
our countrymen ; and that many works have claimed 
our notice, in almoft all the paths of learning, to 
which the foftering air of general tranquillity was not 
wanting, to complete their growth ‘or excellence. 
Zealous to promote thefe ufeful labours, we now re- 
call them into view, and briefly recapitulate the 
praife, for which we have before affigned the reafons, 


Divinity. 


If we are to begin with that which is moft impors 
tant in the publications belonging to this clafs, the 
claim of Dr. Macknight’s Tranflation of the Apoftolic 
Epiftles * to. be mentioned firft will not admit of a 
doubt. This laborious work, accompanied by every’ 
fpecies of Uluftration which the contents can. be fup- 
pofed to require, will afford an admirable exercife 
for the ftudent, and a weighty objet of confideration 
foy the practifed {cholar in theology. As a compi- 
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lation of the moft valuable traé@ts, illuftrating the doc- 
trines of our national church, we cannot too ftrongly 
recommend the Scholar armed againjt the Errors of the 
Times *, to which, in confideration of its various and 
excellent contents, we have allotted an extenfive ac- 
count; not [6 much with a View of criticizing works 
already approved, as with a defire to revive the me- 
mory and elucidate the hiftory of produétions, many 
of them controverfial, the origin of which, the indo- 
lence of the times has fuffered to become obfcure. — 
That the inftitution of Bampton’s Leéures at Oxford 
is well fupported, we found a refpeétable proof in 
Mr. Wintle’s Sermons t, preached under that appoint- 
ment, on the expediency, predittion, and accom- 
plifhment of the Chriftian redemption. A Lecture 
of this kind could not certainly be better placed than 
in an univerfity, where the rifing abilities of men are 
firft developed and beft known. Could our wifhes 
add to the fuccefs of this, it would be infallibly fecurg¢d. 
Nor can any thing more immediately tend to protluce 
that defired effeét, than the Advice of Dr. Napletont, 
lately publifhed in the fame univerfity, in which he 
carefully explains the qualifications and duties of a 
Minifter of the Church of England. With fuch ad- 
monition, and fuch opportunities to follow it, a ftu- 
dent may be expeéted to proceed to the moft ufeful 
exertions. As awork modeftly addrefled to the un- 
informed, rather than the learned, we may mention 
with refpect the Sermons of Mr. Hawker ow the Holy 
Ghoft§. They evince many good qualities in the 
writer, and tend to encourage them in the reader. 
In Mr, Hawtrey's Appeal to the New Teftament || againft 
the Socinians, the do€trinal part is in many places 
{trong and original ; the conje€tural is propofed with 
difidence and piety. The volume of Sermons pub- 
lifhed by Mr. Benfon ™ is fuch as deferves to be men- 


* No. V. p. 481. VI. 637. + No. II. p. 145. No. III. 
p255- § No. IL p.116, 4 No. IV. p.394. 4 No. V. p. 525. 
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PREFACK - iii 
% tioned among the tfeful and honourable additions to 
this clals of writings: nor muft Mr. Davy’s laborious 
effort be forgotten, who, though he difclaims origina- 
lity, in his Syflem of Divinity*, has every claim to 
praife on the fubftantial plea of utility. The com- 
mentariés on the Book of Pfalms, (as Dr. Horne’s and 
‘ others) have ufually been referred to the more recent 
4 tranflation printed in our Bibles; that publifhed by 
3 Mr. Travell +, has the peculiar advantage of being 
., accommodated to that which is in daily ufe in the 
Liturgy, and is adapted by its plainnefs exprefsly to 
the ufe of the unlearned, who may wifh to have this 
part of their devotions made more clear. It is one 
of feveral ufeful works, which the fame author has pro- 
duced, with fimilar intentions. It was an undertaking 
of no {mall merit to recall the Homilies of our church to 
general riotice, which has been done effe€tually by 
Sir Adam Gordont ; he hasmodernized their language 
with great fkill, and in that form fubmitted them to 
the confideration of the prefent readers of divinity. 
: The volume entitled Family Leéures § contains a large 
» colleétion of good fermons, at a moderate price, which 
| is the only praife to which it could afpire. To the 
enumeration of fingle fermons we never can allot 
much f{pace. Thofe moft worthy of attention in the 
prefent volume will be found to be, The Bif/hop of Pe- 
terborcugh’s on Fan. 3041, and thole of the Bifhop of Ro- 
chefter**, and Dr. Renacltt, on different public 
occalions. 
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History. 






Within the period to which this Preface réfers, we 
have feen a moft curious piece of original hiftory, 
brought forward from the duft of libraries, by the 
judicious care and diligence of Mr. David Macpher/on. 


* No. VI. p. 662. + No. VI. p.625. t No, III. p. 283. 
‘§ No. IV. p. 428 @ No.1. p.70. % No.dV. p. 423- 
tt No. V. p. 546. ; 
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This is a Chronicle of Scotland, or, as it is ftyled in 
the work itfelf, The orygynal Cronykil of Scotland *, 
written by Andrew of Wyntown, Prior of Loch Le-- 
vin, at the end of the fourteenth century. Itisa 
metrical hiftory, comprifing, after the manner of thofe 
times, a {ketch of the hiftory of the world, but of 
which the editor has judicioufly publifhed only the 
parts that refer to Britain, The whole is highly cu- 
rious, both as a record of great authenticity, and as 
a {fpecimen of the language and verfification of that 
period in Scotland. It 1s publifhed from a MS. in 
the Royal Library, at the Britifh Mufeum, collated 
with feveral others, in a manner highly creditable to 
the editor, for beauty as well as accuracy. We can- 
not expeét often to record any thing of equal cu- 
riofity with this; but we have alfo to mention feveral 
refpectable publications in the line of hiftory. Among 
thefe, the firft that occurs to our recollection is the 
continuation of Mr. Andrews’s Hiflory of Great Bri- 
tain t, a moft ufeful work in point ‘of arrangement, 
and highly entertaining in matter, particularly in the 
notes, which are replete with anecdote: this fecond 
part of Vol. I. carries down the hiftory to the accef- 
fion of Edward VI. ‘Though we cannot approve of 
the politics and temper of the Memoirs of the Reign of 
George Ill, by Mr. Bel/fhamf, we fhould be guilty 
of injuftice were we not to mention it as a well-written 
and able work. Nor can we accufe it of being une 
faithful, except in the colour given to many tranfac- 
tions, which we confider as that of: prejudice. The 
Sketch he War with Tippoo Sultaun§ is at prefent 
an unfinifhed work, ‘To the prefent’ volume Mr. 
Mackenzie intends to add a fecgond, which will render 
it a complete and ufeful account of a very memorable 
war. 

| The fecond volume of Mr. Payne’s Epitome of Hif- 
tery |] concludes a work in which much general in- 


+ No, V. P- 499- 


No, ly. Ps 3 7. + No. Il, e 122. ft 
No. lL, P. 313. 


oe . formg tion 


@ 
y Noa i, Ps $+ fh 








SPS GE an ee ee eae ae 
x ne lth aio a ae ng cee ae 


Ren eae 
eee 
Fj » 


Ai, 


iy ee ae A ae 
a iad, m8 a 
e se ge ree bis aS a a 
SOT tga y eset 


digo 
egy 3 
eee 


+ ae +. fp. 
xe hi nets les cu Ae med reed 
Lege is Re gee tes Soa 2” tet 






































PR E’F ACE v 


formation is concifely delivered, in very good lan- 
guage. But the author has an able rival in Mr, 
Adams, who, in his View of un'verfal Hiflory*, has 
difplayed fimilar powers, not however without fome 
taint of democratical opinions. As a ‘document 
ufefully fubfidiary to the eventful Hiftory of the 
American War, the collection of General Wafhington's 
Letters t deferves to be pointed out: nor will the 
original Annual Regifter [, carried on, as it undoubt- 
edly is, by the perfon whofe labours in it have been 
fo long approved, fail to be treafured up by the col- 
leGtor of materials for future chronicles. The Ai/- 


tory of the Miffion of the United Brethren§, in North 


America, from the German of Lofkiel, might perhaps 
have ftood as properly among the books on divinity ; 
it is, however, a hiftory, though confined in its ob- 
jeét to the purpofes and fortunes of the Miffion, and 
is, in’‘many refpeéts, a curious record. The tranflator, 
Mr. La Trobe, has performed his tafk with ability, 
With much political difcuffion interfperfed, Myr. Play- 
fair’s Hiflory of Facobinif/m || contains, in faét, a Hif- 
tory of a confiderable part of the French Revolution : 
and the author fhows himfelf in this, asin all his late 
publications, a determinet! enemy to the crimes and 
cruelties of the fattion whofe machinations he here 
deteéts. Such has been the recent produce of the 
field of hiftory, 


BIoGRAPHy, 


In this congenial foil, we have here noticed only 
one produétion of confequence, which is Mr. Biffet’s 
Lives of Addifon {, and the other writers of the Spec. 
tator, prefixed to an edition of that work. They are 
written with a good deal of ability and critical dif- 
crimination, and might, as we hinted before, be pub- 


* No. IV, p. 346. + No, Ill. p. 232. $ For 1791. No, II, 
p-247- § Nadill p, 264. |j No.1V, p. 409. @ No. Ill, 
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lifhed to more advantage in a feparate form. A very 
{mall work, belonging to this clafs, fhould be men- 
tioned on account of its convenient form; this is a 
New Biographical Diétionary*, abridged from the large 
dictionary, and fitted for the pocket. When the 
larger work receives the neceflary additions, as 
{peedily it will, this alfo may be augmented from it. 

An entertaining variety of biographical matter 
is comprifed in the Anecdotes of diflinguifhed Perfonst, 
&c. publifhed in three volumes, by Mr. Seward. 
Such anecdotes, as far as they are original, may ferve 
as ufeful materials for future biographers; where 
they are only extraéled from lives already written, 
they at leaft furnifh an agreeable amufement fora 
leifure hour. 


ANTIQUITIES. 


The continuation of one of the moft {plendid and 
{cientifical works that our Sonne has produced, the 
Antiquities of Athens T, by Meffrs. Stuart and Revet, very 
aulpicioufly commenced our prefent volume. Of this 
book, which fo happily combines the intereft of the 
feveral topics of clafhieal antiquity, foreign travel, 
and archite¢tural elegance, the public is yet'to expeét 
another part. The prefent volume is compiled and 
illuftrated by Mr, Revely, from the drawings of the 
late Mr, Stuart and Mr. Revet, aflifted by the remarks 
of the latter, and includes feveral pleafing and im- 
portant objetts. We do not find, within the com. 
pals of our prefent fix numbers, any thing more be- 
longing to this clafs, except the two letters of Mr. 
Major, illuftrative of fome curious Norman Tiles §, 
marked with armorial bearings of great antiquity, 
From thefe, aided by other confiderations, the writer 


concludes the cuftom of ufing fuch diftinctions to be 
prior to the crufades. 


* No. HI. p. 322. + No. II, p. 138, t No. I. p.1, 
& No, VI, abla. mat . : 
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PREFACE. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 


Very nearly allied to the preceding tlafs, and con- 
fifting indeed principally of hiftorical and antiquarian 
information, is the work of Mr. Lyfons, entitled the 
Environs of London*, the firft volume of which was 
noticed in one of our earlieft numbers t, the fecond 
and third are here examined, and the fourth is {pecdily 
to follow. The work is continued with a laudable 
{pirit of refearch, and includes much entertaining 
matter. 


TRAVELS. 


As readers are never wanting for publications of 
this clafs, fo is there very feldom a deficiency of tra- 
vellers, who are willing and able to amufe, if not in- 
ftruét, the world, by the accounts of what they have 
feen. Among thefe writers, Mr. Beaumont has dif- 
tinguifhed himfelf eminently by the magnificence of 
his publications, and the beauty of his plates. His 
Travels through the Maritime Alps t{ exhibit a capital 
fpecimen of art, both in the printing and in the views, 
the latter prefenting to the eye the richeft and moft 
uncommon fcenes, delineated with much tafte and 
fkill. The fame fpecies of merit, lefs fumptuoufly 
difplayed, and more confined to architeétural objeéts, 
is obvious in the Travels. through Portugal}, by Mr. 
Murphy; who has the advantage alfo of reprefenting the 
manners of a people, much lefs known in this country 
than might be expeéted, from the intercourfe which 
has long fubfifted between the two nations, in com~ 
mercial matters. From their account of countries 
much lefs acceffible, particularly Japan, and from the 
{cientific information they offer to the natural hifto- 
rian, unaided by any external embellifhments, Pro- 


* No. V. p. 465, + Vol. L p. 173- =} No. IL -p. 97- 
§ No. V. p. 5e9. ° fell 
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feffor Thunberg’s Travels* derive their value, The 


fourth volume, being published after the reft, is here 
noticed. Mr. Campbell, 1n his Journey over Land to 
India +, defcribes in part a neéw route, and, on the 
whole,” gives an account, not unentertaining, of what 
befel him throughout his progrefs. If the contents 
are not in every inftance neceffla y for the information 
of the reader, they, at leaft, exhibit the charaéter of 
the writer. Mrs. Radcliffe relates her Journey Tf 
through countries frequently defcribed before, the 
fketches of which fhe has delineated not with the pen- 
cil, but the pen. Her powers of defcription are great, 
and the opportunities fhe takes of exerting them are 
frequent. Even our own country contigues to fupply 
matter for defcriptive tours. It did fo in part to the 
lady juft mentioned, though the chief fubftance of 
her book refers to the continent: 1t did fo altagether 
to Mr, Skrine§, and to Captain Budworth ||, the former 
choofing an inftruétive, the latter an amufing, ftyle. 
But the remarks of a foreigner, on the light in which 
our country and its manners appeared to him, are 
always curious, and give intereft toa fmall volume 
of travels, tranflated from the German of Mr. Moniz, 
a Pruffian clergyman ; though we cannot but regret 
the mortifications to which our inlolence of wealth, 


or too great fondnefs for it, expofed him in his hums 
ble mode of travelling on ‘oot. 


POLitTic¢s, 


Tn the clafs of politics we fhall not at prefent recalf 
many productions to notice; the pieces it has offered 
have been chiefly fugitive, though, in fome inftances, 
valuable. Lefs temporary in its nature than any 
other we fhail now mention is, Mr. Drwnmond’s Re- 
yrew of the Governments of Sparta and Athens**. The 
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PRE ACE." ix 
maxims there difplayed are the dedu€tions of wifdom 
from experience; and the knowledge of hiftory and 
antiquity, which forms the bafis of the work, is fuch 
as muft at all times be creditable to the writer, and 
ufeful to the reader. On the immediate politics of 
the day we have noticed a few traés of merit and 
importance. Among thele an honourable place is 
due to thofe of M. D’ lvernois on the War*, and on 
the Affignats t, in both of which the atithor evinces a 
political fagacity, to which much attention is due, 
The pamphlet attributed to Lord Auckland, containing 
Remarks on the fourth Week of Oétober, 1794], is alloone 
of thofe that difplay accurate obfervation, and found 
judgment; that are ufeful at their firft publication, and 
deferve to be remembered afterwards. Mr. Gores 
Letter to Lord Lauderdale§, is an able fpecimen of con- 
troverfy; is replete with ufeful information, and ftrong 
argument, not to mention other yet more poignant ma- 
terials. Norhas Mr. Bowles, fo long diftinguifhed in 
political conteft, exercifed his pen in vain: his tratts 
on the Dangers of a premature Peace||, and on Political 
Conflitutcons, exhibiting the fame qualities that have 
recommended his former writings. Some Letters on 
Emigration** to America, by an anonymous writer, 
contain information, apparently from faét, of a falu- 
tary nature to fome unfettled {pirits here: while a wri- 
ter, on that fide of the water, whofe tratt, entitled 4 
Little PlanEnghifhtt,has been reprinted in London, very 
ably defends Great-Britain, and the Prefident of the 
United States, againft the afperfions of the Gallicized 
party in that country. It appears, from the evidence 
of this and other pamphlets, that the internal enemies 
of both countries are of a fimilar complexion; and 
that whatever is conducive to tbeir real interelts, is 
certain, in both places, to encounter cenfure. 


* No. II. p. 193 + No, V.p. 514. Jf No. VI. p. 646, 
§ No. I. p. 177. } No. 1l. p. gu. @@ No, VI. p, 628. 
v9 No. I] RP; 81. tt Na, VI, ps 589. 
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Law. 


Numerous as the volumes are already, which treat 
on the modes of proceeding in our feveral courts, itis 
fingular enough, that ‘he Praétice of the Court of Ex- 
chequer, upon Proceedings in Equty, fhould not have 
formed the fubje& of any publication till it was taken 
up by Mr. Burton Fouler*, who has ably fupplied the 
deficiency. Other works in this line, lately noticed, 
are rather republications of books already eftablifhed, 
than new produétions; and though, from the peculiar 
nature of law books, they ufually require to be men-. 
tioned, it is not neceffary here to recapitulate them. 
Mr. Williams's Fujflice, mentioned in a former Prefacet, 
is now Completedy ; we do not indeed fee, in general, 
any reaion for prefering it to the work’ of Burn, fo 
long eftablifhed, but it muft be confidered as the pro- 
duction of a refpettable competitor. 


PorTry. 


In thts place, before we proceed to books of 
pure {cience, we have been ufed to notice works of 
imagination ; which arrangement, if it does not elu- 
cidate the connection of different claffes, ferves at 
leaft to enliven the narrative. In the poetical line, 
we have an opportunity of recording feveral refpect- 
able publications, two of which were imported from 
a fitter kingdom. Thefe are the two colleétions of 
poems by Mr. Boyd), tranflator of Dante’s Inferno ; 
and Mr. Prefion||, author of Democratic Rage, a 
Tragedy, and of many celebrated fatirical Poems. On 
our own fide-of the Channel, in one inftance, two 
writers, (Mr. Lovell and Mr. Southey@) united to pro- 
duce a volume of fome merit: but Mr. Cole** was able 


* No. VI. p. 678. 
§ No. I. p. 57. 
ee No, I, Pe 584. 
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* to furnifh a volume of his own, and alfo to deferve 


commendation. Other produétions in this clafs have 
been of lefs extent; Mr. Fawceit’s Artiof War*, ar ra- 
ther unqualified fatire on war, evinced a talent which 
even a warrior mutt refpeét, though the author refpeéts 
not the warrior. Among the {maller detached Poems, 
the Matildat of Mr. Richards is highly moral and pa- 
thetic; the Poem of Mr. Hurdis, Profeffor of Poetry 
at Oxford, on the Marriage of the Prince of Walesf, 1s 
animated and ingenious ; and the Liegy on the Death 
FA Sir William Fones, by Mr. Hayley§, is a juft and af- 
eGtionate, if not a very fpirited tribute of praife, to 
the merits of an eminent man. In the clafsof Satires, 
nothing ranks altogether on an equal footing with 
the Meviad||, by the author of the celebrated Baviad, 
though more tempered than that poem, by a mixture 
of {kilful panegyric ; but the Jeu d’Efprit, publithed 
as an Epiftle from Kien Long, has alfo poetical merits, 
which counterbalance, in fome degree, the objec- 
tions to which it is liable, from the mifapplication, 
jn a few inftances, of its farcaftic wit. 

The tranflation of Brown’s Poem on the Immortality 
of the Soul, by Mr. Lettice**} deferves not to be omit~ 
ted in a retrofpeét of this nature ; and with that we 
fhall clofe our prefent ftatement of poetical exertions, 
excepting fuch as belong to the peculiar walk of 


Tue Drama, 


Here we find almoft the whole of our commenda- 
tion occupied by the efforts of one man. Amidft the 
variety of Dramatic attempts, which are fuffered, or 
even applauded, in the prefent ftate of our theatres, 
there are few that deferve to be mentioned more than 
once in any literary record. With much careleffnefs, 


* No. IV. p. 420. + No.I. p.68. No. IV. p, 418. 
§ No. VI. p. 604. | No. Il, p. 130, & No, IL. p. 230. 
#¢ No, lil, p. 277. 
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and many deficiencies of plot and conduét, Mr. Cum- 
berland {till writes good fenfe, and invents fituations that 
are interefting. Three of his comedies have been no- 
ticed in the courfe of this half year; The Few*, The 
Wheel of Fortunet, and Firff Lovet. All of thefe have 
originality, though not much comic livelinefs ; and, 
without applying to them a rigour of examination, 
which the dramatic habits of the age are totally un- 
fited to bear, are not unworthy of a man long prac- 
tifedin the art of writing. The Mountaineers of Mr. 
Colman§, may be contidered as the car¢lefs effufion of 
aman of genius, capable of doing greater things, if 
they were demanded of him ; but content to produce, 
like others fimilarly fituated, what he knows will fa- 
tisfy his auditors. The Drama of Philoédetes|, thouch 
it has never been tried on the ftage, and is not per- 
haps, in all refpeéts, calculated for it, is written with 
more care than many that fucceed in reprefentation, 


NoveELs. 


We have feen lately but few produétions, under 
this title, poflefled of qualities to refcue them from 
that oblivion to which the majority of their fpecies 
is daily haflening. The Democrat §, attributed to M/r. 
fye, {mall as it is, belongs undoubtedly to the except- 
ed few. Its feanty pages, and thin, fmall volames, 
contain more real humour, and juft fatire, than are 
found in wading through many fheets of the ordinary 
manufacture. It is a pity that the writer abridged 
our ainufement, by becoming fo foon weary ot -his 
own. Among the reft of the novels which are men- 
tioned in this volume, if we feel an inclination to dif- 
uinguilh any one, it is the Cypriots**, written by the 
author of the Minftrel, and pofleffing, in many re- 
{pects, an equal claim to praife. The writer certainly 
difplays, in no inconfiderable number, the qualities 
that lead to eminence in this branch of compofition. 


* No. I. p. ri. + No. TI. p. 262. t No. VIL. p. 633. 
§ No. I. p. 44. | No. 1V. p. 375. $ No. VI. p. 669, 
** No. VI. p, 672, 
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PREFACE, 


NATURAL PHILOSOPHY. 


Taking this title in the moft extenfive fenfe, we 
fhall be able to arrange under it feveral important 
publications. As giving a general and introduétory 
view of the whole fubjeét, there cannot eafily be pro- 
duced a work of more utility and merit than one, in 
{peaking of which we mutt unite our juft commen- 
dations, with regret for the lofs of its author. ‘This is 
the Leéures on natural and experimental Philofophy*, by 
the late Mr. George Adams, who had fcarcely deli- 
vered to the world thofe volumes, in which he had 
moft laudably connetted the praife of the Creator, with 
a furvey of the general laws obfervable in his vifible 
works ; when, as if he had been exattly permitted to 
finifh an appointed tafkt, he was bid to ceafe from his 
labours, and admitted to a world of purer fcience. 
Our commendations, we truft, foothed fome moment 
of ficknefs before the ear grew dull: they are now 
of no importance to him; but we renew them, be- 
caufe they are gratifying to ourfelves, and may be 
ufeful to others. The praife oF one is often the in- 
<itement to many. 

Ts pév re nAsog éupy dia SeTvor Dopeust 
Vlavras ex avbpates, rodAol de wiv éobaAcy Sutrov. 

The value of Euler’s Letters te a German Princefsf, 
as an introduétory book of {cience, has long been ad- 
mitted and known; to publifh a tranflation of them 
was therefore to enrich our language with a very wel- 
come acceffion; and the labours of Dr. Hunter will, 
doubtlefs, be rewarded by the public patronage. 

In Natural Hiftory, a moft fplendid work has ap- 
peared, entitled rane, or, A natural Hiftory of 


* No. I. p. 17. 

+ Mr. Adams had purpofed to republith his E/fays on the Microfcope, 
in the fame fize with the work here mentioned, to which, he fays, ** it 
will be a proper fupplement, manifeiting the wifdom of God in the 
minute parts of the creation.” Lect. xxiii. p. 538, note.—The work, 
however, is complete without that addition. 


t No. VI. p. 628, 
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xiv PREFACE. 
Spiderst, publifhed by Mr. Thonas Martyn, and emi- 


nently confpicuous for the beauty of iektnlinniien, 
of objeéts not uftially confidered as beautiful. The 
Naturalift’s Calendar|, by the late Mr. White of Sel- 
borne, contains an arrangement of obfervations, which 
will be agreeable to every lover of Natural Hittory, 
and ufeful to the ftudent in it. The progrefs of Dr. 
Shaw’s entertaining Naturali/t's Mifcellany\, is fuch as 
is confiftent with its former reputation; were addi- 
tional praife wanting, it might be given without im- 
propriety. Of Mineralogy, Mr. Schmeiffer has pro- 
duced a Sy/fem|, in twov olumes, which, though it may 
not be the belt, when that of Mr. Kirwan fhall be 
completed, will always fill a refpe&able place, till the 
change of fyftem fhall perhaps render both works ob- 
folete. The tract of Mr. Wakes, on the Method of find- 
ing the Longitude at Sea by Ti ime-kecpers9 , is a moft ufe- 
ful praétical work for navigators. It is alfo elemen- 


tary, and will be reforted to, with advantage, by the 
ftudent in that fcience. 


TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 


Our account of the Zranfaélions of the Royal Irifh 
Academy, Vol. V.*, being as yet incomplete, we fhall 
forbear. to charaéterize them here. ‘The Royal Humane 
Society, twenty years after its inftitution, has publifhed 
a volume of 7? anjac/ionstt, which proves fatisfa€torily 
how well it has been employed in that interval. The 
Society of Arts, in its twelfth Volume of Tranfattions{f{, 
exhibits fome ufeful plans, and imparts fome intereft- 
ing information. 


MEDICINE. 


There is little in this branch that is important. 
The firlt work that occurs to weis, the defcriptive il- 
luftration of the late Dr. Hunter’s fplendid and valua- 
ble publication on the Gravid Uterus§\, completed by 


+ No. IV. p. 405. ay ate § No. VI. p. 658. 
No. IV. p. 36. Ko. TV. * No. VI. p. 577 
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PREF AC E. XV 
Dr. Baillie. The Medical Hiftories and RefleTicns', by 


Dr. Ferriar, Vol. Ul. form an able continuation of .a 
work commenced with credit; nor can a fimilar praife 
be denied to the third Volume of Mr. Howard on the 
Venereal Difeafel. We mentioned, with commenda- 
tion, Dr. Chifholm’s Eflay on the Malignant Peftilen- 
tial Fever of the Weft-Indies** ; and, as the fubjeét re- 
quires much attention, we again recommend it to the 
faculty. What Dr. Gordon has offered on the melan- 
choly fubjeét of the Puerperal Fevertt, if not conclu- 
five, may yet be ufeful: and, though we did not in all 
points adopt the opinions of Mr. Adams, in his Obfer- 
vations on Morbid Poifonstt, we would by no means 
deny him the praife of refearch and ingenuity. 


GREEK LITERATURE. 


We could not fuffer the fecond edition of Mr. 
Parkhurft’s Greek Lexicon§§, improved and augmented 
as it is, to pafs by usunnoticed, nor can we here omit 
it. As particularly fubfidiary to the ftudy of the fa- 
cred writings in the New Teftament, it nfight perhaps 
have been clafled as properly with books of divinity ; 
but fince it was not there fpoken of, we introduce it 
now, and recommend it cordially to all who want af- 
fiftance in that important exercife. The Hypothefis 
of Dr. Vincent, concerning the Greek Verbil is con- 
ceived with fo much ingenuity, and fupported by fo 
much learning and acutenefs, that it muf{t be regarded 
as a Curious matter of {peculation, even by thofe who 
are not willing to adopt it. The extent of applica-. 
tion, which his principle appears to have, is certainly 
a circumftance of weight. The Greek Verfion of Pope's 
Mefiah, by Mr. Plumptre], as one of thofe literary 
exercifes, in which the writer contends with the rea- 
der for the palm of elaflical knowledge and elegance, 
and with the original author, in the expreffion of his 


| No. VI. p.654. No. I. p. rs, ** No. II. p. 133. 
t+ No.III. p. 240. a Saege IV. p. 386. $f No. I. p. &. 
f} No. I, p. 630. 44 No. IV. p. 353 
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own thoughts, has much merit. The public in gé« 
neral, perhaps, has little defire to fee our own poets 
interpreted i in Greek. 


' MISCELLANIES. 


Of the ufeful kind are, the Account of the Management 
of the Poor in Hamburgh§, and Dr. Letifom’s Hints|| re- 
petting their condition here. Of the interetting 
kind are, Mr. Beloe’s Ahijfcellanies(, in which, to gratify 
a variety of taftes, there is a volume of poetry, a vo- 
lume of extraéts from various Greek and Latin au- 
thors, anda volume of Oriental tales. Mr. Norgate’s 
Effays** are of the fame mixed kind, but do not ex- 
tend beyond a fingle volume. The Effay of Mr. 
D' I fra: hi, on the Literary ' Charaélertt, is a pleafing, if 
not a profound work, and enlivened, occafionally, 
from the author’s ample {tore of anecdotes. We fhall 
here conclude our recapitulation, and difmifs our 
readers to the mixed repofitory they will find in the 
volume itfelf. Here they have feen only commenda- 
tion; there they will find, on the one hand praife, on 
the other cenfure ; diftributed, we hope, according ta 
the real merits of each cafe, 


Hic locus eft partes ubi fe via {cindit in ambas— 
Hac iter Elytium : /brorum at leva malorum 
Exescet poenas, eg ad impia Tartara mittit. 


§ No. III. p. 281. ff No. IIL. p. 295. @ No, II. p. 1043 
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TO THE 


BOOKS REVIEWED IN VOLUME VI. 





N. B. For remarkable Paffages in the Criticifms and Extratts, fee 
the INDEX at the End of the Volume. 
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